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2024 - Prelims - History Questions 

1. With reference to ancient India, Gautama Buddha was generally known by which of the 
following epithets?  

1. Nayaputta 

2. Shakyamuni 

3. Tathagata 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None of the above are epithets of Gautama Buddha 

 
Ans: b 

 
2. Consider the following information: 

 

 Archaeological 

Site 

State Description 

1. Chandraketugarh Odisha Trading Port town 

2. Inamgaon Maharashtra 
Chalcolithic site 
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3. Mangadu Kerala Megalithic site 

4. Salihundam Andhra Pradesh Rock-cut 
cave shrines 

 

In which of the above rows is the given information correctly matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 

(b) 2 and 3 

(c) 3 and 4 

(d) 1 and 4 

Ans: b 
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3. Who of the following rulers of medieval India gave permission to the Portuguese to build a fort 
at Bhatkal? 

(a) Krishnadevaraya 

(b) Narasimha Saluva 

(c) Muhammad Shah III 

(d) Yusuf Adil Shah 
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Ans: a  

4. With reference to revenue collection by Cornwallis, consider the following statements: 

1. Under the Ryotwari Settlement of revenue collection, the peasants were exempted from revenue 
payment in case of bad harvests or natural calamities. 

2. Under the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, if the Zamindar failed to pay his revenues to the state, 
on or before the fixed date, he would be removed from his Zamindari. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: b 
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5. Consider the following statements: 

1. There are no parables in the Upanishads. 

2. Upanishads were composed earlier than the Puranas. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: b 
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6. Who was the Provisional President of the Constituent Assembly before Dr Rajendra Prasad took 
over? 

(a) C. Rajagopalachari 

(b) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

(c) T.T. Krishnamachari 

(d) Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha 

Ans:  d 
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7. With reference to the Government of India Act of 1935, consider the following statements: 

1. It provided for the establishment of an All-India Federation based on the union of the British 
Indian Provinces and Princely States. 

2. Defence and Foreign Affairs were kept under the control of the federal legislature. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans:  d 
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8. Which one of the following is a work attributed to playwright Bhasa? 

(a) Kavyalankara 

(b) Natyashastra 

(c) Madhyama-vyayoga 

(d) Mahabhashya 

Ans: c 
 

 
 
9. Sanghabhuti, an Indian Buddhist monk who travelled to China at the end of the fourth century 
AD, was the author of a commentary on: 

(a) Prajnaparamita Sutra 

(b) Visuddhimagga 

(c) Sarvastivada Vinaya 

(d) Lalitavistara 

Ans: c 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Shop No. 53, Ground Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi - 110060  
info@maxias.in | www.maxias.in PH: 8130080860 | 630332922 

 

10. Consider the following pairs: 

 Party Its Leader 

1. Bharatiya Jana Sangh Dr.Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 

2. Socialist Party C. Rajagopalachari 

3. Congress for Democracy Jagjivan Ram 

4. Swatantra Party Acharya Narendra Dev 

How many of the above are correctly matched? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All four 

Ans: b 
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2023 - Prelims - History Questions 

Q1. “Souls are not only the property of animal and plant life, but also of rocks, running water and 
many other natural objects not looked on as living by other religious sects”. 
The above statement reflects one of the core beliefs of which one of the following religious sects of 
ancient India?  
(a) Buddhism                                                 (b) Jainism 
(c) Shaivism                                                   (d) Vaishnavism 
 
Answer: b 
 

 
 
 
Q2. Which one of the following explains the practice of ‘Vattakirutal’ as mentioned in Sangam's 
poems?  
(a) Kings employing women bodyguards 
(b) Learned persons assembling in and philosophical matters 
(c) Young girls keeping watch over agricultural fields and driving away birds and animals 
(d) A king defeated in a battle committing ritual suicide by starving himself to death 
 
 Answer: d 
 

 
 
 
Q3. With reference to ancient India, consider the following statements: 
1. The concept of Stupa is Buddhist in origin. 
2. Stupa was generally a repository of relics. 
3. Stupa was a votive and commemorative structure in Buddhist tradition. 
 
How many of the above statements are correct? 
(a) Only one       (b) Only two      (c) All three         (d) None 
 
Answer: b 
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Q4. In which of the following regions was Dhanyakataka, which flourished as a prominent 
Buddhist centre under the Mahasanghikas, Located?  
(a) Andhra                                                                     (b) Gandhara 
(c) Kalinga                                                                     (d) Magadha 
 
Answer: a 
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Q5. Who among the following rulers of Vijayanagara Empire constructed a large dam across the 
Tungabhadra River and a canal-cum-aqueduct several kilometres long from the river to the capital 
city? 
(a) Devaraya I                                                             (b) Mallikarjuna 
(c) Vira Vijaya                                                              (d) Virupaksha 
 
Answer: a  

 
 
Q6. With reference to the Indian History, Alexander Rea, A.H. Longhurst, Robert Sewell, James 
Burgess and Walter Elliot were associated with: 
(a) Archaeological excavations 
(b) Establishment of English Press in Colonial India 
(c) Establishment of Churches in Princely States 
(d) Construction of railways in Colonial India 
 
Answer: a 
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Q7. Who among the following rulers of medieval Gujrat surrendered Diu to Portuguese?  
(a) Ahmad Shah                                                           (b) Mahmud Begarha 
(c) Bahadur Shah                                                         (d) Muhammad Shah 
 
Answer: c 
 

 
 
Q8. With reference to ancient South India, Korkai, Poompuhar and Muchiri were well Known as: 
(a) Capital cities                                                                        (b) Ports 
(c) Centre’s of iron-and-steel making                                    (d) Shrines of Jain Tirthankaras 
 
Answer: b 
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Q9. With reference to ancient Indian History, consider the following pairs: 
          Literary work                                                       Author 
1. Devichandragupta:                                                   Bilhana 
2. Hammira-Mahakavya :                                       Nayachandra Suri 
3. Milinda-panha :                                                       Nagarjuna 
4. Nitivakyamrtia :                                                    Somadeva Suri 
How many of the above pairs are correctly matched? 
(a) only one                                                (b) only two 
(c) only three                                              (d) All four 
 
Answer: b 
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Q10. Consider the following pairs: 
    Site Well                             known for 
1. Besnagar:                       Shaivite cave shrine 
2. Bhaja:                             Buddhist cave shrine 
3. Sittanavasal:                  Jain cave shrine 
How many of the above pairs are correctly matched? 
(a) Only one                                           (b) Only two 
(c) All three                                            (d) None 

Answer:  b 
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Q11. Consider the following dynasties: 
1. Hoysala 
2. Gahadavala 
3. Kakatiya 
4. Yadava 
How many of the above dynasties established their kingdoms in the early eighth century AD? 
(a) Only one                                                               (b) Only two 
(c) Only three                                                             (d) None 
 
Answer: d 
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Q12. By which one of the following Acts was the Governor General of Bengal designated as the 
Governor General of India?  
(a) The Regulating Act                                                  (b) The Pitt’s India Act 
(c) The Charter Act of 1793                                          (d) The Charter Act of 1833 
 
Answer: d 
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2022 - Prelims - History Questions  

Q1. In medieval India, the term "Fanam" referred to: 
(a) Clothing                                    (b) Coins 
(c) Ornaments                               (d) Weapons 
 
Answer:  b 

 
 
 
Q2. With reference to Indian history, consider the following texts: 
1. Nettipakarana 
2. Parishishtaparvan 
3. Avadanashataka 
4. Trishashtilakshana Mahapurana 
Which of the above are Jaina texts? 
(a) 1, 2 and 3                                        (b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 3 and 4                                        (d) 2, 3 and 4 
 
Answer: b 
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Q3. With reference to Indian history, consider the following pairs: 
Sl. No.                  Historical person                   Known as 
   1.                          Aryadeva:                        Jaina scholar 
   2.                           Dignaga:                        Buddhist scholar 
   3.                        Nathamuni:                      Vaishnava scholar 
How many pairs given above are correctly matched? 
(a) None of the pairs                            (b) Only one pair 
(c) Only two pairs                                 (d) All three pairs 
 
Answer:  c 

 

 
 
 
Q4. With reference to Indian history, consider the following statements: 
1. The first Mongol Invasion of India happened during the reign of Jalal-ud-din Khalji. 
2. During the reign of Ala-ud-din Khalji, one Mongol assault marched up to Delhi and besieged the 
city. 
3. Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq temporarily lost portions of north-west of his kingdom to Mongols. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2                                                     (b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3                                                     (d) 3 only 
 
Answer: b 
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Q5. With reference to Indian history, who of the following were known as "Kulah-Daran"?  
(a) Arab merchants                                                                  (b) Qalandars 
(c) Persian calligraphists                                                         (d) Sayyids 
 
Answer: d 

 
 
Q6. According to Kautilya’s Arthashastra, which of the following are correct? 
1. A person could be a slave as a result of a judicial punishment. 
2. If a female slave bore her master a son, she was legally free. 
3. If a son born to a female slave was fathered by her master, the son was entitled to the legal status 
of the master's son. 
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Which of the statements given above are correct?  
(a) 1 and 2 only                                       (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only                                       (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: b 
 

 

 
 
Q7. Consider the following pairs: 
Sl. No.     Site of Ashoka’s major rock edicts               Location in the State of 
   1.                       Dhauli:                                                              Odisha 
   2.                     Erragudi:                                                       Andhra Pradesh 
   3.                     Jaugada:                                                       Madhya Pradesh 
   4.                       Kalsi:                                                                Karnataka 
How many pairs given above are correctly matched?  
(a) Only one pair                                 (b) Only two pairs 
(c) Only three pairs                             (d) All four pairs 
 
Answer: b 
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Q8. Which one of the following statements about Sangam literature in ancient South India is 
correct? 
(a) Sangam poems are devoid of any reference to material culture. 
(b) The social classification of Varna was known to Sangam poets. 
(c) Sangam poems have no reference to warrior ethics. 
(d) Sangam literature refers to magical forces as irrational. 
 
Answer: b  

 

 
 
Q9. “Yogavasistha” was translated into Persian by Nizamuddin Panipati during the reign of: 
(a) Akbar  
(b) Humayun 
(c) Shahjahan  
(d) Aurangzeb 
 
Answer: a 
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Q10. The world’s second tallest statue in the sitting pose of Ramanuja was inaugurated by the 
Prime Minister of India at Hyderabad recently. Which one of the following statements correctly 
represents the teachings of Ramanuja?  
(a) The best means of salvation was devotion. 
(b) Vedas are eternal, self-existent and wholly authoritative. 
(c) Logical arguments were essential means for the highest bliss. 
(d) Salvation was to be obtained through meditation. 
 
Answer: a 

 
 
 
Q11. In the Government of India Act 1919, the functions of the Provincial Government were 
divided into "Reserved" and "Transferred" subjects. Which of the following were treated as 
"Reserved" subjects? 
1. Administration of Justice   
2. Local Self-Government 
3. Land Revenue   
4. Police 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1, 2 and 3                                       (b) 2, 3 and 4 
(c) 1, 3 and 4                                       (d) 1, 2 and 4 
 
Answer: c 
 



 

Shop No. 53, Ground Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi - 110060  
info@maxias.in | www.maxias.in PH: 8130080860 | 630332922 

 

 
 
 
Q12. Consider the following freedom fighters: 
1. Barindra Kumar Ghosh 
2. Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee 
3. Rash Behari Bose 
Who of the above was/were actively associated with the Ghadar Party?  
(a) l and 2                                               (b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3                                              (d) 3 only 
 
Answer: d 

 
 
 
 
Q13. With reference to the proposals of Cripps Mission, consider the following statements: 
1. The Constituent Assembly would have members nominated by the Provincial Assemblies as well 
as the 
Princely States. 
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2. Any Province which is not prepared to accept the new Constitution would have the right to sign a 
separate agreement with Britain regarding its future status. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only                                               (b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2                                    (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: b 

 
 
 



 

Shop No. 53, Ground Floor, Bada Bazar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi - 110060  
info@maxias.in | www.maxias.in PH: 8130080860 | 630332922 

 

Q14. With reference to Indian history, consider the following statements: 
1. The Dutch established their factories/warehouses on the east coast on lands granted to them by 
the Gajapati rulers. 
2. Alfonso de Albuquerque captured Goa from the Bijapur Sultanate. 
3. The English East India Company established a factory at Madras on a plot of land leased from a 
representative of the Vijayanagara empire. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only                                   (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only                                   (d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Answer: b 
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Q15. Consider the following pairs: 
Sl. No.          King                    Dynasty 
  1.             Nannuka               :Chandela 
  2.           Jayashakti              : Paramara 
  3.          Nagabhata II           :Gurajara-Pratihara 
 4.            Bhoja                      : Rashtrakuta 
How many pairs given above are correctly matched?  
(a) Only one pair                                 (b) Only two pairs 
(c) Only three pairs                             (d) All four pairs 
 
Answer: b 
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 2021 - Prelims - History Questions  

Q1. From the decline of the Guptas until the rise of Harshavardhana in the early seventh century, 
which of the following kingdoms were holding power in Northern India? 
1. The Guptas of Magadha 
2. The Paramaras of Malwa 
3. The Pushyabhutis of Thanesar 
4. The Maukharis of Kanauj 
5. The Yadavas of Devagiri 
6. The Maitrakas of Valabhi 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
(a) 1, 2 and 5                                               (b) 1, 3, 4 and 6 
(c) 2, 3 and 4                                                (d) 5 and 6 
 
Answer: b 

 
 
Q2. According to Portuguese writer Nuniz, the women in the Vijayanagar Empire were experts in 
which of the following areas?  
1. Wrestling 
2. Astrology 
3. Accounting 
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4. Soothsaying 
Select the correct answer using the code given below 
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only                                 (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2 and 4 only                                      (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Answer: d 

 
 
 
Q3. Consider the following statements: 
1. It was during the reign of Iltutmish that Chengiz Khan reached the Indus in pursuit of the fugitive 
Khwarezm prince. 
2. It was during the reign of Muhammad bin Tughluq that Taimur occupied Multan and crossed the 
Indus. 
3. It was during the reign of Deva Raya II of Vijayanagara Empire that Vasco da Gama reached the 
coast of Kerala. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 Only                                                                         (b) 1 and 2 
(c) 3 Only                                                                          (d) 2 and 3 
 
Answer: a 
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Q4. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 recommended granting voting rights to all the                                             
women above the age 21. 
2. The Government of India Act of 1935 gave women reserved seats in legislature. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
(a) 1 only                                                       (b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2                                            (d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: b 

 
 
 
Q5. Who among the following is associated with ‘Songs from Prison’, a translation of ancient 
Indian religious lyrics in English?  
(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak  
(b) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 
(d) Sarojini Naidu 
 
Answer: c 
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Q6. With reference to Indian History, which of the following statements is/are correct?  
1. The Nizamat of Arcot emerged out of Hyderabad State 
2. The Mysore Kingdom emerged out of the Vijayanagara Empire 
3. Rohilkhand Kingdom was formed out of the territories occupied by Ahmad Shah Durrani 
Select the correct answer using the code given below 
(a) 1 and 2                                                         (b) 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3                                                         (d) 3 only 
 
Answer: b 

 

 

 
 
 
Q7. Which one of the following ancient towns is well-known for its elaborate system of water 
harvesting and management by building a series of dams and channelizing water into connected 
reservoirs? 
(a) Dholavira                                                            (b) Kalibangan 
(c) Rakhigarhi                                                          (d) Ropar 
 
Answer: a 
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Q8. In the first quarter of the seventeenth century, in which of the following was/were the 
factory/factories of the English East India Company located? (CSP - 2021) 
1. Broach 
2. Chicacole 
3. Trichinopoly 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below 
(a) 1 Only                                                            (b) 1 and 2 
(c) 1 and 2 only                                                   (d) 2 and 3 
 
Answer: a 
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Q9. With reference to Madanapalle of Andhra Pradesh, which one of the following statements is 
correct?  
a) Pingali Venkaya designed the tricolour Indian National Flag here. 
b) Pattabhi Sitaramaiah led the Quit India Movement of the Andhra region from here. 
c) Rabindranath Tagore translated the National Anthem from Bengali to English here. 
d) Madam Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott set up headquarters of Theosophical Society first here. 
 
Answer: c 

 
 
 
Q10. Consider the following pairs: 

    (Historical Place)                                            (Well-known for) 
1. Burzahom                                                        : Rock-cut shrines 
2. Chandra-Ketugarh                                          : Terracotta art 
3. Ganeshwar                                                     : Copper artefacts 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only                                                                  (b) 1 and 2 
(c) 3 only                                                                  (d) 2 and 3 
 
Answer: d 
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Q11. With reference to the history of ancient India, Bhavabhuti, Hastimalla and Kshemeshvara 
were famous  
(a) Jain monks                                                    (b) Playwrights 
(c) Temple architects                                          (d) Philosophers 
Answer: b  
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Q12. Which one of the following statements is correct? 
(a) Ajanta Caves lie in the gorge of Waghora River. 
(b) Sanchi Stupa lies in the gorge of Chambal River. 
(c) Pandu-lena Cave Shrines lie in the gorge of Narmada River. 
(d) Amaravati Stupa lies in the gorge of Godavari river 
 
Answer: a    
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